.         PROBLEMS OF POWER
twentieth century, are as indispensable an asset as cornfields for a civilized community, abound just over the Franco-German border, in the department of the Meurthe and Moselle. In the basin of Briey there is iron enough to last for 250 years; and Briey is nearer than China, where there are still unplundered stores of coal. Germany thought she had included in the provisions of the Treaty of Frankfort all the iron-mines of Eastern France. The invention, in 1880, of the so-called Thomas process, which revolutionized the metallurgic industry, and the discovery shortly afterwards of the mines of Briey, revealed on French soil undreamed-of sources of wealth which became (as the author of L'Allemagne au% Abois puts it) a " veritable torture of Tantalus " to the Germans over the border. But while the iron in France is practically inexhaustible, coal is by no means as abundant. Most of the coal required for the iron-works of the Meurthe and Moselle is imported from Germany. Whenever the Essen Syndicate in Westphalia chooses to do so, it can starve out all the iron-masters of French Lorraine. The situation is singularly simple. Germany says to France : '' Give us iron, and I will continue to give you coal." What more tempting and reasonable basis for a commercial Entente, leading up to a political understanding which would shatter the agreement between France and England, and, as Germany urges, surrender to France and herself the domination of the world ? Franco-German commercial, industrial and financial co-operation would settle all Germany's problems for a century. But, alas for German ambition, the question of Alsace-Lorraine still remains unsolved. The history of France makes it difficult for her sons to regard as glorious the fate which befell Greece when she was conquered by Rome. The German mentality, however, appears to be lacking in the delicacy to appreciate such susceptibilities as these.1 Their
1 See, however, the Declarations of the German Ambassador in London, p. 258.